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incisors. A general approximation of the dorsum of
the tongue cannot take place, because even when the
mouth is closed it does not quite touch the hard palate;
and, moreover, such a general approximation would not
materially affect the conformation of the cavity of the
mouth, but merely diminish the size of the aperture. A
new and characteristic conformation of the cavity of the
mouth is only obtained when part of the tongue is so
approximated to the palate that a very narrow passage
only is left for the air, while the remaining less elevated
portion forms with the corresponding portion of the
hard palate a considerable cavity, the resonance of which
is of the greatest importance in deciding the character
of the vowel-sound.

The simplest form of approximation is that of the
anterior portion of the tongue to the alveolar process
and the anterior portion of the hard palate, because the
mouth may retain the moderate degree of opening cha-
racteristic of the formation of the vowel a. The lateral
edges of the tongue at the same time are brought against
the molar teeth of the upper jaw so that only a narrow
passage outwards is left along the dorsum of the tongue,
though not so narrow as to occasion a fricative noise.
In this position of the tongue a cavity of some size is
left between the hinder part of the tongue and the
elevated soft palate and posterior wall of the pharynx.
If now, with this conformation of the cavity of the mouth,
a tone is produced in the glottis, it will receive the
character of the vowel i, and this i becomes particularly
pure and clear if, when it is uttered, the larynx is raised,
and the lips, by the retraction of the angles of the
mouth, pressed against the incisors.

If, on the contrary, the posterior part of the tongue
is so approximated to the soft palate and posterior wall